SUMUD STORY HOUSE: WOMEN’S ADVOCACY AND
RESISTANCE

Arab Educational Institute in Bethlehem, Palestine

Storytelling is part of social change. When people
gain the confidence to tell their own stories it
transforms their lives. Developing a sense of your
own sumud is a necessary step toward fighting
injustice. Through storytelling women become
leaders and resisters and they begin to learn how to
use their own inner power.

Sumud

The Arabic concept aglumud literally steadfastness,
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The Wall Cannot Stop Our Stories

is a slogan often used by the women
of the Sumud Story House in North-
Bethlehem, occupied West Bank
(Palestine).

They want to bring out their sumud
or steadfastness vis-a-vis the Wall,
settlements and occupation through
stories and songs.

In this information package you find
more information about sumud, the
Wall, and what the women have
done in order to spread their stories.

There are also specific suggestions
how to link up with these courageous
Palestinian women who in their
ordinary life show resistance and
advocacy.

A resource section lists films, photos
and stories which can be employed

of the Arab Educational Institute, a Palestinian organization for community education in the
occupied West Bank and part of the international peace movement Pax Christi

Sumudrefers to an active, nonviolent lifestyle inweh one neither resigns to the occupation
nor become absorbed by hat8umuds a third way in which one stays actively connected to
the land and the community, and challenges occupation by a peaceful lifestyle with
preparedness to suffer




At the time wren the concept started to become widely used in the Palestinian movement in
the occupied West Bank, at the end of the 1970s, its meaning was rather Statad

primarily meant the determination to stay on the land, not to leave, despite the Israeli
occupation. Over the years the concept has come to increasingly stresaribestrength of
people to clinch to their home, not in despair but in digrityith the feet standing fast and the
head kept high. How to strengthen this inner power in the face méweerending occupation
which leaves a diminishing living space for Palestinians surrounded-ogved zones,
settlements, checkpoints and borders? How to hope against hope?

The resistance expressed througamudrepresents a way of believing in a bettand more
human future, and a rejection of the unjust relationship between occupier and occupied that
Israel after many decades of occupation has posed as natural. As expressed by Hala, a woman
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land. By staying on our land, we are resisting this occupation. This means that by being

steadfast, by beingamicz & 2 dz | NJBlurNaBoéhér svemaryofltieéSumud Story House,
I RRSR U0KIFG alGKAa A Q2 Vvsd KAy I KBRS & I dfliia NasS 6
f AFSwe

What can be seen here is theimudrepresents a more inclusive notion of resistance. Resisting
the occupation is not exclusively the job of the men and women who engage in oppositional
activities seh as demonstrating. Resisting the occupation is also pdhieodailylife of people
focused on going forward and keeping their hope in a more just and human future alive.

The root meaning cdumudis the mentality to stay on the Palestinian land agaithe many
odds;land expropriations, bulldozers, the Wall, the checkpoints, you name it. However, in a
series of interviews about the meaningssafmudcarried out byAE] it transpired thatsumudis

not just about staying on the land but rather connegtideeply with the land and its

community, with Palestinian daily life and culture, causes and rights, memories and histories.

Sumuds about staying actively committed to grounded Palestinian life despite knowing that
liberation is not around the cornelt therefore requires an attitude of what South American
peasantonce called!NB f Sy i f Saa LIS NE A Hipigageth§ibopd vy + O A O

Acts of resistance such as openly celebrating dignity, identity and e leen categorizeds
essential, hough ignored, ways of dealing with structures of dominance like occupation.

Seemingly small acts, such as standing up to a soldier at a checkpoint when asked to undress or
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a strong sense of agencyumuds explained as the agency of the everyday acts that prevent
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Sumuds a concept which gives space to stories
&7 and voices of individual women, families and
SUMUd communities. Strategy means thatomenhave
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to work on educating and liberating people, and especially raising waden @ Waén@rs &

have to partigpate and present their stories. At the same time, tiséypuld also be decisien
makers in their communities.aeh woman has her own way to make a diigce. This has also

a personalfamily and educationatlimension. It is about raising children in the spirisamud
against the occupation, against despair and emigration, against bare surviwalkimg on
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Bethlehem.

Rachel’'s Tomb

I K2te LXIFOS ¥F2N g NMashras chliBilahBl Rabah Masqual OK St ¢
located inside Bethlehem town along the traditional Jerusaléeiron roadOnce the area

I NB dzy R wl QEsQ®he®@the livali¥sdin Bethlehem. The Hebron Road connected
Jerusalem with Bethlehem, and its northern section was intfezbusiest street in townThis
area used to be the entry point to Bethlehem from Jerusalem, with a lively atmosphere and
guality restaurants, shops and garages.

The reality now isompletelyRA FFSNBY G ® S5dzNAYy3I (GKS mddna wl (
Israeli military stronghold with the JerusaldBethlehem checkpoint close bly.was

appropriated by orthodox nationalistic Israeli settlers who appropriated the place for their own
purposeslt became a flashpoint of fighting during the Second Intifada amwards, as it is the
main Israeli military stronghold in Bethlehem cilty.2002 the Israeli government ordered the

de factoannexation of Rachel's Tomb and it became enclosed in the Jerusalem municipality
boundariesd & & S O dzNA (iwasiti KySD $ éXgredistoss) In summer 2005, an-80 meter

21 ff gla odaAftdG | NRdzyR GKS YAfAGFNE OI-YL) 2Ll
shaped road that connedt wl OKSf Q& ¢ 2 Yobusedi frifariwiewigtziilgrims. Y
As a result, the neighbourhoods the northern parts of Bethlehernecametotally fragmented
Visitors to Bethlehem have to take a narrow-pgss road to enter the centre of towmhe
Tombbecameforbidden territory to inhabitants of Bethlehem.

In the course of time no less than 64ogls, garages, and workshops along the Hebron Road
closed their gates. This was not just because of the fighting, shootings and shelling going on
during the second Intifada, but also beca’s& K Yrowingdeso@tionas a result of the
Wallbuilding People still remember that parents warned their children not to visit the area
with its imposing & meter high concrete Watlalmost twice as high as the Wall in Bediand
army incursions
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Thelandt o t he nor t h opértoRadacgh &da of 7000 dumain ori7@0 hectare
agricultural land locatebetween Jerusalem and BethlehemdzS G2 WA SOdzNA (& Q
the landis close to the Walthe Israeli governmentadeit largelyinaccessibléo its 182

Palestinian ownersSince the second Intifadey have not been able toultivate it except for

a few days a year. Isralen madeuse of an old Turkish Ottoman latipulatingthat land

unOdzt G A Gl GSR F2NJ 0 KNBES & S| MEthe arSadndatiGabiybedoiné | (i S
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High Courabout the status of their properties

Appeal from the Holy Land
“We, people of Bethlehem, are called ‘absentees’ on our own land.”

Where in the world is it possible to be denied access fo your own land and then called
“absentees"? This is happening fo us, land owners and farmers in Bethlehem.

1 Ow land is grabbed by tsrael against all principles of mternational law and human rights, In flagrant
defiance of successive United Nations resolutions; despite the 2004 judgement of the Intemational Count

of Justice; and despite pressure of interational public opinion, the present Israeli govemment headed by

| Netanyahu is fully engaged in implementing its expansive saitlement program in the cccupied Palestinian

territories. Since the construction of the separation wall in 2002, the forces of cocupation have confiscated

large areas of Palestinian land in the Beshlehem area.

Bitter irony

No less than 182 Bethiehem land owners and famers have been prohibited access to their lands in the
northern part of the city. They have not been allowed to harvest thair olive trees and cultivate their lands -
- benind the separation wall - unless they could obtein permits issued by the Israeli authorities, However,
during 2010 and 2011 these authorities stopped issuing pamas for land owners and farmers 1o enter their

VYA e e lands and harvest their olive trees. The Israeli authorities claimed that these lands of Bethlehem behind

Above in Brown: The Affected Lands the wall be within the boundarigs of Jerusalem. Pisase note that Jerusalem was expanded illsgally after

Below: View of the Olive Tress Isragl's cocupation of the West Bank in 1967. The area of robbed lands exceeds 7000 dunums (1 dunum =
1000 square meters).

The land owners have been informed officially that Israel now considers the owners of these lands as
“absentees.” Their lands have been put under the autherity of the Guardian of Absentee Propesty in Israel,
one step away from formal confiscation. This procedure is an act of piracy in broad daylight which
" completely violates human rights and international law. First we are denied acoess to our lands; then we

| e defined as “absent”. What bitter irony!

Not turning a blind eye
We brring this information to yeur atiention and appeal 1o you and & pzople of goodwill to put pressure on
lerael in order 10 stop its policy of aggression and apartheid against the peaple of Bethlehem. Present and
future generations will never forgive tuming a blind eye 1o this ugly crime perpstrated by Israel against the
£ pacople of Bethlehem, the iy of peace and love.

% During this Christmas season, we wish 10 express our deepest appreciation for any help to protect the

lands of our Holy City.
We wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

The Pecple of Bethlehem
Christmas season, 2011

Sumud Story House

When the wall construction was announced by Israel during the Second mtifael local
communityl NB dzy R w | Qé&&8dpedarioasBrivaillypesof popular resistance. For
instance, Jihad Aandak in Aida camp used his camera to document the building of the wall
from his balcony. He quickly changed his film when soldiecsime suspicious and came to
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OKSOl KAa OFYSNI® Gaé& gle& 2F NBaAadlyOS Aa
family, who lived opposite the tomb, held its in front of their houseAfter the wall was built,

the resistance collapsed. Pagst (1 KS gl tf 6 SNB SNSOuSR Ay 2y
fAGAY3I AY | ¢2¥chikindnafanfly. wi OKSft ¢ al AR

Slowly new voices developed. Activists began writing or painting graffiti on the wall. This was
initially done by foreigners, as théaad less chance of being caught and imprisoned than
Palestinians from the are&ater on directesistancecamecentre stage, such as throwing

stones at the Israeli military. Soldiers consistently responded with gunfire, resulting in many
injuries and deths, especiallin! A R NBFdz2SS Ol YLI 42 GKS gSad
various kinds of opeair advocacy meetings, workshops, and theatrical and musical
performances to protest the Wall in this area, several of them organized throughEhand &
partners.

. FO1adl 3ST & KA RRSY ¢ anlathBsfhsra af defiakde tduapes &momK Sy
inhabitants in the area.ddpleoftenRA R y 20 O22LISNI 40S 6AGK GKS |
Fa GKS NB3IdzE NBA2YyLIIKOS8R dk ¢ dility@ermit: £ £ NS |j dzA NB
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and resistance for myself. Through the pain and suffering of the past, you reach hope for the
FdzidzNB P . & NI YaATF2NXYAYI GKS YSEFEYAYy3a 2F GKASZ
sumud The weaporf the occupied is to stay on the land and to resist by staying alive and
YI1S ftAGAY3 YR NBaAadlyOS adzadr Ayl of Soé

| Claire Anastas, whose house is surrounded by the wall on three sides
Al AR aGLY (GKSaS OANDdzraidlyoOoSasz oS
potential refugees. In a way, ware refugees, the new refugees. We are
expelled from our home, not literally as we are still in the same place,

but because our whole environment is not a home anymore. This wall is
a new klnd ohakbah(disaster). But stilve keep ousumudbé¢ [ A1 S 20 KSN&E AY
emphasised that faith in Godfisr hera strong weapon to resist the present state of affairs.

LYAGAFEfe GKS {dzvydzR {G2NEB 1 2dzaS &Gl NISR Ay
Tomb area in @Q03-5. Several women members of AEI live there and asked themselves and AEI
what to do about thisoppressiveWVall which not only separates and robs Palestinians from their
land but also creates an ongoing psychological experience of being under sieged 260F8

AEI staff went in the neighborhood from door to door to invite women to join the groups at the
House, and to develop mutual solidarifgive women groups including a large choir as well as a
family group haveince therbeenregularlycoming togéher at the House.

Besides weekly meetings and workshops on-ambtent communication and arts work, the
women in the Hous@ave beermeeting foreign visiting groups interested to learn about daily
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life in Bethlehem, the besieged city of peace. In theterhof an international project on
women and human securitywith partners in the Netherlands, Palestine and Igatpe women
linked up with women in the countryside and refugee camps in the Bethlehem area to jointly
dialogue with local Paktinian authaities and police. They challengdgem to give higher
LINA2NARAGe (G2 62YSyQa NAIKGA YR aSOdNAGe o

As a peace organization, AEI has been active in
developing symbolic protest activities next to the
Wall. Inspired by the example of cultural protest
movementsagainst the Wall in cities like Berlin and
Belfast, AEI has undertaken many public activities
challenging the Wall, oftem collaboratiorwith
international visitors and Palestinian Christian
organizations. Examples: a piano concert under a
military watdtower, prayer and silence sessions, a
living Christmas star of people carrying torches, a
musical dialogue across walls from roofs and
balconies (RAP music, trumpets, drums), an Arab
coffee play expressing hospitality in an inhospitable
environment, choisinging,meetings for the
International Day of Prayer for Peace in September,
public meetings for the World Week for Peace in
Palestine and Israednd since 2009 an annual
Sumud Festival.

Bethlehem Sumud Choir

Five years ago, some twertjthe SuntzR { (i 2 NXEnembe&gim@inde dn amateur choir,
the Bethlehem Sumud Choir. Initially the women came together in order to be able to
GONBFGIKSeE | fAGGES | yR 1NRés&lasiwy aré iy $he BuSlghsiof 2 v 3
the occupation, the regictions on their freedom of movement, as well as the multitude of
chores they have at home. Singing is an excellent way to experience what the women call

GNBFNBaKAY3a GKS az2dzAg ¢ aoNRYy3IAYy3I 228 G2 GKS

from deep inside the body.

Over the course of time, the women paid more attention to communicating the Palestinian
cultural identity, especially because many of their performances have been held at national or
heritage occasions like agricultural or seaasldiestivals. In most of their performances, the
62YSY 6SIFNI GNIRAGAZ2YLFE RNBaasSa gA0GK tlFfSada
GKNRdzZAK oSl dzie IfABS Ay (GKS LINBaSyidoed ¢KSe
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during Palestiniamnveddings and other happy feasts, and they communicate Palestinian culture
through all kinds of songsnational, religious, didactic, and folkloric. By doing so, they bring
alive a spiritual kind asumud of love and connectedness.

After increasing ambers of foreign visitors came to enjoy their performances, the choir
included Englistanguage songs its repertoire g A 0 K | a0 NRy 3 YSa&a&l 3S
{KIff hp$RO2 Y86 8BWND in the\Windd he spirituality evoked by these sang

is obviously not contemplative but engaging. The audience is inspired to clap and dance
together with the women during songs, which can also be humorous or satirical. Group singing
and dancing undermine the traditional tourist routine of observing. T&sparticipate and

express themselves. Singing also brings to life the human stories, which the choir members
share with visitors before and after their performances.

For those interested in a performance by the Bethlehem Sumud Choir, please confaontice
Story House, 62746595.

J VILLAGES AND TOWNS The Wa l | Museum

‘ DESTROYED |
Palestinian stories on the Wall in Bethlehem

N - ) g
| Around 400-500 Arab towns, villages
and Bedouin communities in what be-
came Israel were depopulated during
J the 1948 Nakbeh [disaster]. Some plac-
4 es were entirely destroyed and left un-
‘ inhabitable; others were left with a few
hundred residents and were repopu-
lated by Jewish immigrants, then re-
named. You can still see ruins of hous-
¢ 3l es or rows of cactuses that point to the

ion of those ities.

Inthe period 20112018, the Arab Educational Institute
has put 270 large thimetal posters (2 by 1 meter) on
GKS 2Fff O0KFG &adz2NNRdzyRa wl
Bethlerem. Most of the posters displaybrief story

from-life of a Palestinian. The stories aeout

restrictions Palestinians face and also about Palestinian
sumud TogetherK' S L}2 a0 SNAE YI 1S dzLJ
adza Sdzy ¢

e
Sumud is keeping the connection
with Palestine
 Story House www.scicen

Sumud Story House www.seicenter.org
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CKS a2 ff adzasSdaft 9 kduralibitietin challenging thea&ll
Community activists initially had no idea what to do with the waisually a more imposing fait
accompli than checkpoints and settlemenitisis after alldifficult to fight a wall through physical
mSIyad ! yR y202Re glyida G2 aoSFdziaAFeé 2N ay2NI
connected stories of human strength and will to live creates a powerful contrast and, in fact, a
formidable challenge to this inhuman wall of separation. The Wall itselfadirthe destruction

it bringscannot be changed, at least not for the moment, but the human flame of hope and
freedom, includingthd NS SR2Y 2 F (0 Sdkéepiafvd. 2y SQa ad2NER:

Against the backgroundf the Wallthe human stories on the posters caoinbut have a very
special meaning. The fragile, human, personal stories stand in a stark and comprehensive
contrast to the concrete Wall. The personal story humanizes, opens up, asks for human
understanding, whereas the Wall kills the environment, clagggakes away the human

horizon. By preserving and communicating human memory, the human story is a challenge to
the Wall. By its very setting, the story is a statement of saying no to occupatioio afiche
restrictions on the freedom of movementiysS Q& 2 gy O2 dzy (i NBE @

While most of the stories are from people in the towns of Bethlehem, Beit Jala, and Beit

Sahour they also brlng out experlences from the countryside and refugee camps. The stories
: = 2 i represent Palestinians, whether they are

. Muslim or Chstian, young or old. Most of

- the storiesshowstories ofsumudin the face

of war, expulsion, occupation and

. oppression from 1948 onwards. Many show

I tFfSadAyAly 62YSyQa

have been written down or collecteat the

~ Sumud Story House. Sorsiries show

| Muslims and Christians living together in the

. Bethlehem area and in the larger Palestinian

_ 2 : ~ e = - @ society, challenging stereotypes about
MusllmChrlstlan relatlonshlps that alca‘ten part of the mental luggage carried by visitors to

Bethlehem. Not W stories are political, even though the context is inescapably political.

[\N)
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refugee camp, with lively youth stories and photos as well as children fantasiee isa

special series of stories documenting the dreams of the youth, speaking about their hopes and
RSaANBad bSIFENI GKS t2yS Iylaildlra K2dzaS NB LlZad
the Ottoman times on. This series of visualsg to life memores of the past. The photos
NEYAYR . SOKfSKSYAGSE 2F (KS &aKILIS 2F wl OKSft Qa




Near the car entrance to the checkpoint between Bethlehem and
Jerusalem, following the road along the Wall leading to the Benedictin
churchAd | ySé &SNS aarr@ifgthe &ciSuatba of
daily problems Palestinians have experienced over the last decades
trying to get a permit and travel to Jerusalem.

The stories together recall the tragic story of the Palestinian feeap a
whole as well as its story of resilience and hope. The personal stories
converge into community stories and into a national story. This story
long been denied by the stereotypes obfuscatingeality-basedview of

Palestinians, in a second lay& seemingly impenetrable walls. At the

akYS GAYSTI (GKS &02NASudmudokz2g t I f
steadfastness; the human longing for values of care: the healing of ho
and the creation and preservation of life over destruction. The stories
give a sensef history unfolding and suggest the possibility of change
FNRBY | g2YFLyQa RFEAfe fAFS LISNEL

¢CKS dadzaSdzyé Aa adatt GSNEB YdzOK
ideas coming. Some of those ideas will come from the community aro

the museum wtlth already gave suggestions about the content and place of the posters, and
who encourage us to continu¥isitors are presently purchasing books with the compiled
stories, and taking photos of the wall posters and spreading them through social media. By
uKSe
is to destroy itself physically so that its living stories will be valued and documented later on in
real museums and librarieéfter thousands of visitors havead or photographed the stories,

it happenedin the summerof 2016that the Israeli army came at 2:00 in the morning to

document the Wall poster stories nearby the Sumud Story House. Over a period of two hours, a
soldier read the stories in English, anotheanslated them into Hebrew, and a third kept the
a0 2N Sa

aRP20FGAYI F3IFAYEGE (KA&E RSHFRSYyAyS
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U Xladlé frgn l&/gllajeh

JH%ﬁIEWARD ‘,

BOUND

My grandmother, Mahbuba, used to
walk secretly to old Wallajeh. Her
house was evacuated during the
Nakbah (disaster) in 1948, and our
family was not allowed to return But
she kept visiting the old house and
the nearby fields to bring us some
food. One day, during her secret
travels, an Israeli soldier shot at her
and she was injured in her neck.
She continued her walk back while
bleeding, and managed to reach
our house. She told my family that

her“to the hospitél where she was
treated. Afterwards, she kept the
memory of her home alive and
dreamt that she would return, at

least once, before she died.

Sumud Story House, www.aeicenter.org
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Spirituality and the Wall

UkKbasedChristian thelogian Mary Grey wrote a trilogy of books on spiritual pilgrimages in the
Holy Land, taking the seasons of Advent/Christmas, Easter, and Pentecost as starting points for
an approach in which the lives of ordinary, strugghadestinians standentral. Spiritual
Y2YSyGa FNB aFAR G2 06S Fo62dzi 'y GSLALKIyeg 2
departure from the familiar stereotypical categories usually applied by tourists when observing
or interacting with the people they visit.

D NB & Q &ch ks kiilliMBommon in most tourism programs in the Holy Land, even those that
include meetings with Palestinians. When visitors meet Palestinians, it all too often happens
that the setting, atmosphere, and time available induce visitors to stereotype Balestinian
hosts for example, as victims, or as exemplars of a culture or religion.
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Small miracles

The epiphany of connection happens when there is a moment that you suddenly see the
G20KSNE & FdzZ & KdzYly Iy R mitlality and@coghitioh. S § 2
Such moments of breaking through barriers are actually small miracles in human interaction
which usually do not come just like that but need an appropriate setting in which the quality of
the encounter receives due care.

Important in creating a suitable atmosphere for spiritual encounters is the setting. In the case
of spiritual tourism we tend to think of a quiet, natural place or a striking piece of symbolic or
religious architecture, such asa mosque or church. But whabaut spaces adjacent to the
Wall? Does a violent and oppressive place lend itself to spirituality?

In fact, yes, a space nexttothe Wal OF y 06 S | G ®hcOmPddsidch Edhelit@@S ¢ {0 2
Michel Sabbah from Jerusalem commented that even checkpoinis & turned intoa place
F2NJ LINI @ SNEE || o Radef@IEER pebpte todSsdhe Bethlehem Sumud Choir
regularly performs near the Wall, creating symbolic events. Examples are a living star of people
holding torches in the form of a Betttlem star, a living key to symbolize the right of return of
Palestinian refugees, or even a Christmas stableoint fof the military watchtowewhere the

the Bethlehem Sumud Choit RS | @ARS2 OFftf SR G¢KS . ANIK

Often held inthe context of the World Week for Peace in Palestine convened by the World
Council of Churches, it has been common during spiritual meetings near the Wall in Bethlehem
not only to sing but also to reaolut loud or silently, wishes and prayers in varicarsguages
gathered from all over the world by the peace movement, Pax Christi, and the World Council of
Churches.

beautiful way to connect. These concerts lead visitors to
contemplate what thé place once was in the past, and what
it could be in the future. The deadly silence of the Wall is

. replaced by the living silence of reflection and meditation
and the vibrant sounds of group singing.

Mary C. GreyThe Advent to Peace: A Gospel Joutaey

. ChristmasSPCK, London 2010.

The Resurrection of Peace: A Gospel Journey to Easter and
Beyond SPCK, London 20Ithe Spirit of Peace: Pentecost
and Affliction in the Middle Easbacristy Press, Durham
2015.
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Singing

Singing can facilitate the iguired atmosphere for spiritual tourism. At the Sumud Story
House near the Separation Wall in north Bethlehem, some twenty women formed an
amateur choir, the Bethlehem Sumud Choir. Singing turned out to be an excellent way for
their audiences to experiencee h at t he women call “refres
the audience, the deadly silence of the Wall is replaced by the living silence of reflection a
meditation and the vibrant sounds of group singing.

Choir song

Refrain

Decorate the courtard, oh Palestinians
Oh soil of our land

It is shining with dignity

Verses
Oursumud is wisdom through knowledge in grace
We are steadfast through truth and discretion

From the Lord of the world we request grace
Throughsumud and continuity we will ovecome the siege

We will dismantle the Wall through our determination and perseverance
Let us remain faithful to our righteous victims of violence

The Wall: Questions and Answers

The figures are from the UN based OCHAhiked Nations Office for the Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairg2015)

What does the Wall consist of?
The Wall consists of concrete walls, fences, ditches, razor wire, groomed sand paths, an
electronic monitoring system (cameras), patroads, and a buffer zone.

What is the total length of the Wall?
The total length (constructed and projected) is approximately 708 km, more than twice the

f SyadagK 2F GKS mdpnd ! N¥yAaiAoOS o6WDNBSyQou [AyYyS

Bank.
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http://www.ochaopt.org/
http://www.ochaopt.org/

Anestimated 62 per cent of the Wall is complete, 10 per cent is under construction and 28 per
cent is planned but not yet builSo at present the Wall is 439 km in length, and another 70 km
is under construction.

What is the width of the Wall?

The averagevidth of the Wall is 60 meters. In the countryside, the width is larger, in the cities
smaller. Note that in cities the streets along or near the Wall are area C, under full Israeli
control.

Where is the Wall of barbed wire, where of cement?
In general iror near the cities the Wall is of cement, and in the countryside of barbed wire.

How high is the Wall?
It is between 3 meters high. The Wall is at its lowest near settlements, so that settlers keep
GKSANI OASgX

What are the terms used for the Wall (iBnglish)?
Separation barrier, separation wall, West Bank barrier, apartheid wall, wall, fence.

How should we look at these terms? Which ones are used by Palestinians?

I GSNY fA1S WASLINIGAZ2YQ O0F NNASN) R28a &4dz33$S

Palestinians from (Jewish) Israelis. However, the Wall separates Palestinians from Palestinians
Fa 6Stfd ¢KS (SN WFSYyOSQ Aa KAIKEE YAAESEF
the Wall is a highly militarized barrigt. K S SNNIVK S RJI- g £ £ Q | & dza SR
rightly the emphasis on thextremeinequality between Palestinians in the West Bank and-East
Jerusalem on the one hand, and the settlers on the other.

How much of the Wall is built on West Bank land?
When comptted, some 85%, of the route will run inside the West Bank, rather than along the
Green Line.

How much West Bank land does it confiscate?
When completed, the Wall isolates or confiscates some 9.4% of the West Bank, including East
Jerusalem.

Howmanysett er s are on the ‘lsraeli’” side of th
71 of the 150 Israeli settlements in the West Bank and over 85% of the total settler population
FNB t20F0SR 2y GKS WLaAN}XStAQ &AARS 2F GKS .|

How many Palestinians | ijai?e on the ‘1l sraeli’
Around 7,500 Palestinians reside now in areas between the Green Line and the Barrier/Wall
(Seam Zone), excluding East Jerusalem; another 23,000 will be isolated if the Wall is completed
as planned.

There are about 150 Palestinian communities whichehaart of their land isolated by the Wall.
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How can they continue living there?

The Palestinians who reside in areas between the Green Line and the Wall (Seam Zone),
excluding East Jerusalem, require special permits to continue living in their own homes.

The 150 Palestinian communities which have part of their land isolated by the Wall must obtain
WOAAAG2NEQ LISNNVAGA 2NJ LISNF2NY WLINA2NJ O2 2 NRA

How can peasants go to their agricultural lands on the other side of the Wall?

Access tagricultural land through the Wall is channeled through 80 gates. The majority of
these gates only open during the six weeks olive harvest season and usually only for a limited
period during the day.

During the 2011 olive harvest, about 42% of applicatmmmitted for permits to access areas

A > s A X

0SKAYR (KS 2 ff gSNBE NB2SOUOUSR OAlAy3 waSsSOdz

What is the legality of the Wall?

On 9 July 2004, the International Court of Justice (ICJ) issued an Advisory Opiiern_egdl
Consequences of the Construction of a Wall in the Occupied Palestinian Territory.

The ICJ stated that the sections of the Barrier route which ran inside the West Bank, including
East Jerusalem, violated Israels obligations under internatiamal |

".,,

_"',,ﬁ\\»l.\ B

The Wall Cannot Stop Our Stories

Sivan&k aL gl yd FTNBSR2Y |yR LISIFOS G2 7FSSf
hand together, and with love, one day this wall must be transformed into a bridge for
NBO2YOAf AL GA2Y 06S06SSy LIS2L) Soé
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Eileetty a¢KA& gkttt aSLINIGSE& dza FNRY NBfF G
to show that we refuse this wall. We are surrounded, as if in a prison. We need to raise
@p2A0Sa a2z a G2 ONAYy3I Al R26yHE

Fariddy & ¢ KA a LINDRraug§Otive dad expfath &kl 8dtndnstrate the negative
impact of this walt economically, socially, psychologically. Also, we need to gain
international support. People should visit us and see the wall. In this way we will chang
international point& @ASG6> | yR GKIG gAff ONAYy3 R2

Sana& & L 22AYSR GKA&a LINRP2SO0 a2 la G2 K
face because of this wall. The Palestinian people has the right to live in dignity and free
Weneedtoconveya NHzS | yR Of SFNJ AYIF3IS 2F tlfSal

UnknowrY aL gl yd G2 aK2g AYOGSNYylLOGA2ylFfa Kz
situation is hard we still have hope because we love our lives and country. We need to
abou this wall, which takes away most of our lands and as a result of which we live in g
LINAa2y® 5SALIAGS GKAA 6S INB auAatt adasSl |

YFOKSNRAYl OFNBY DSNX¥I yeoY axzAstbhegidnyigof dvens { dzY dzR

Y2OQAY3AS AYUNARIdZAYy 3T 6SS|{Pé a¢KNRAdAK GKS OK2A
GNRAL) gl & a2 LISNFSOGfe 2NHIYAASR® L gl a az
very special and unique, as is the country. Tighothe AEI we really got a very profound

AYAAIAKOGDE aLlG 6l a OSNE SY2GA2yIFE YR RSLINE3
K2LJSZ GKSNBQa adzydzRHé¢

>
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Advocacy and educationauggestions

Wal k al ong the Wall ar ou:AB/SuRaedStory Houseffersto mb 1 n
guideamorningtwek 2 dzNJ ¢ € 1 Ff2y3 GKS 21 ff | NBdzyR wl
Bethlehem checkpoint to Aida camp in no#Bethlehem. You will learn about the impact of the
Wall and about the Palestine question in gerlefide walk can be combined with éhaur visit

to the Sumud Story House and a conversation there with Palestinian women about daily life in
Bethlehem. Costs and precise schedule to be arranged in coordination with the Sumud Story
House (02746595, mormgs except

Sunday).

Support the Wall Museum¢ K& @2 | f | The Wall Cannot Stop Our Stories
adzaSdzyé¢ IAQPSA tltSadAyAlya | @2A0S FyR Aa |
ONBIFGAGS gl & 2F aleAyda ayz2¢é (G2 GKS 21ttt Ay
0KS a2 tf adzaSdzyé | yR &Ly a3d N0 Euroo6185 USdlar,S NJ
including the costs of design, printing and fixing. You can also buy a small book with photos of
60 posters showing stories by Palestinian women. In addition,

there are paper posters on sale with a selection of stories (& EL w ¢ ¢
per poster). MJ/LN@/
Qs
Wll

Organi ze a ' r i t u¥dumayionganizertogethe
with the women of the Sumud Story House a session near the
Wall with a declamation of prayers or wish@smomaent of away
silence, orotherrituald. Yy G KA a g & D 2yy SWS]

Let your wishes, prayers and

Oy 06S ONBFKUSR 6aSS 0620S dzy hopes be heard dzl £ A G

#wishingwallsaway
aei@p-ol.com

Organize an exhibit of posters from the Wall MuseurEl sells posters,
while in Germany Pax Christi recently organized a story poster exhibit which is
available for further use

] Makeakssonplanal y& 2F ! 9LQ&a YIFGSNRIFIfa | NB
usedin educationalcontextsabroad. Belown this info packagare samples

of Wall poster stories and some legends from the Bethlehem area where

women play a central rol&Ve can send morestories also based on thematic areas or values.

They can be helpful materials for educational lessons or training ses8iaesitral questiornn

discussing the storgecan be the meaning siimudin the circumstances Palestinians faBee

also the audio visual resources listed below.

Support a peace gardermrhe women of the Sumud Story House have sometimes planted an
olive treeadjacent to the Walhs a symbol cdumud(roots deep in the earth and branches high
in the sky). SSH also plangivelop a garden behind the House, with plants and trees
symbolizingcare,peace and growth. You are wetoe to sponsor and plant a tree.
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Alanguage workshopThe Youth Media House of AEI developed a section of theMMadum
which focuses on the distting languag®ften used with regard to Palestirend the
occupation. AElI and B&an facilitate a language
workshop in the area near Aida camp, to the west of
wlk OKSt DagkKa8NB Wil y3adzZ 3S LI2ads
abandoned checkpoint blocks

International volunteering Together with staff,
preparing and sharing the activities of various women
groups weekly coming together. A main aim is that the
women become more able to commuate effectively
| across cultural borders. We hope also that the
volunteer camote down brief stories, for the website,
publications and a wall story poster project. Experience
}  with visual media or arts is an ass@fe expect the

¢ volunteer also to do some practical office tasks,
especially some administration, reporting, taking
pictures of meetings for instance, and website
contributions.

Contributionsto the Sumud Story Housédn these

T demanding times for Bethlehem and the dispersed
communities of Palestine, allowsto ask for your support and partnership. International
cooperatia is essential to our worl®resently we are in urgent need to strengthen our

g 2 Y Sy Qanthé tadedf many challenges ahead; political, developmental, and economic.
By helping us, you will make a real difference in the life of Palestinian women andtersu
Please give contributions to SSH through letherlandsbasedFriends of Young Bethlehem,
see:

http://www.fofyb.org/engfofyb/index.html

Contact AEI/Sumud Story House

Rania Murra
02-2746595 0598912795

TheSumud Story House near the Bethleherlerusalem
checkpoint on the Hebron Rd between Karawan restaurant and
Tabbash souvenir shop. See the sign along the street and on the
building upon 150 meters to the left when leaving the foot
passengers exit of the checkpoint.
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http://www.fofyb.org/engfofyb/index.html

The Wall Information Center at the Sumud Story House
The Wall Information Center gives voice to Palestinians directly hurt by the wall that is imposed
by the occupation. It advocates their right to a dignified life@ediom and selfletermination.

The Wall Information Center in Bethlehem provides information about the impact of the wall in
0KS 200dzLIASR t I fSadAyAly GSNNAG2NASad LG 3IA
sumud[steadfastness, resiliee¢. The Center will advocate the right to protection, human

security and human development in accordance with principles of human rights and
international humanitarian law. Following Security Council Resolution 1325, it amplifies the
voices of Palestiniawomen living in the shadow of thewdll Yy R 8 dzZLJLI2 NIi 62 YSy Q
participation and protection at all levels.

Arab Educational Institute

AEOpen Windows is an AraPalestinian NGO which is member of Pax Christi International.
Established in Bethlehem in 188y a group of Palestinian teachers, AEI works with youth,
women and educators in the field of community education in the West Bank. It contributes to
the general causes of participation in public life and in human rights, peace and justice; the
buildingof a free, democratic and culturally pluralistic Palestine, and the sharing and
communication of the daily life reality of Palestine with broader audiences.

This is done by
1 Activating youth and women and developing leadership skills

1 Raising awarenesdaut values, culture and identity
1 Training in effectively communicating Palestinian reality
1 Developing the capacity, sustainability and outreach of the organization.

Tel. 022744030 eadquartery or 022746595 (Sumud Story House) 2 NX @ ¢, 2sk)i K a
For correspondendafo@aeicenter.org
www.aeicenter.org
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Resources
CAfYa NBfIGSR (2 GKS a2Fff adzaSdzyéy

A Christmas film from contemporary Bethlehe(@9 minutes).The Birth of Jesus between the
Wallls Bethlehem Sumud Choir with Marianne Murra and Judith Abu Akbethis Christmas
DVD, the birth of Jesus is shown in a pressayt Bethlehem hemmed in by the Separation
Wall. Biblical songs and hymns togetheth readings from story posters on the Wall bring out

I dzyAljdzS 62YSyQa LISNELISOGAGS 2y surku8 t £ SaidAa

A20minuted ocument ary about ¢ hmadelastyear by Rinskef Beschn e a

for Dutch TV (IKON, ses Mensjesrechten), English subtitled, in cooperation with AEI and Al
Rowwad in Aida camp

https://vimeo.com/143601177

password: Yazan 2 (with space between Yazan and 2)

Helpful for school lessons.

A 9minutevideo about the Wall Museunt N2 dzy R wl OKSf Qa ¢2Y0d AY
https://vimeo.com/143457242

Supported by ArtLab in Ea3¢rusalem, AEI facilitated the making of two baefmation
cartoons in English, made yalestinian children from the Bethlehem area:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x1ttfKBifls
https://www.youtube.comwatch?v=yuyX5uEIXo

Heather Kiernan, of Pax Christi UK, made pivoto slideshowsabout Palestine and the Wall.
1. What about the children?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c6NawvvKJsY

2. Occupmd Walls (about graffiti and stories on the Wall in Bethlehem)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5DIljvhZ0vz0&feature=youtu.be

l y203KSNJ At ARSaK2¢ A& chio@ dzal shevit &nSyWalllsBr§ @oster £
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TDtMYELS5LS8

Lars Lilholt, a Danish folksinger, madeoatemporary Christmas song about Bethleheand

0KS 2 f f dyrics &&on &wd Wal @dsters, one in Danish, one in English. See the video:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MXHLPHenuVE

Reporters of daily lifea SYO SNBR 2F | 9L Q& 62 Y S bén GaNandzLJA
made photo series about daily life in Bethlehem together with Sibylle Hofter of Agentur
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https://vimeo.com/143601177
https://vimeo.com/143457242
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x1ttfKBifIs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yu-yX5uElXo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c6NawvvKJsY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5DljvhZ0vz0&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TDtMYELs5L8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MXHLPHenuVE

Schwimmer (Germany) who made many of her own as well. Themes: official, city councils,
200dzLr GA2Yy S G4SSy 1AffSRI GiGISsAIQdect dzy SNI f = / K
https://www.agentur-schwimmer.de/content/desks
local/palestine/?L=1%2F%5C%5C%5C%27%2F

A mock permit: see picture

- Number: 00-860-532000 Issved by the o N
Telephone for clarification: ‘ .
N (e State of Permitland
Department of Permits vor:::.n
A PERMIT TO ENTER BETHLEHEM
PERMISSION TO ENTER BETHLEHEM EXCEPT RACHEL'S TOMB
sy | FOR YOUR _ - - -
phet bese ATTEN" ON Name Father Grandfather kum!y
Resident 1n Passport number

2 Trig povws k Jeds e 8

Eottibors ja e pemxd shood ol be

cormkdored & wed petry

3 Sidne o this peemil B pDaTRESS 0 oo

Caltrlot e o0 the tlhsad place a3 Dutpcee orly
o e WE hie prascrbod e

Purpose of visit: for a Christian feast.

Hesshe &5 permitied 1o move witkonl a pmgoetic card. Helsbe s sot alkowed to drive a car

Validity:
The perot 1s only valid diney the Qhnstnns aad Eister scsons. Daaly o 16 vald notil 21:00.

OV 10 ATy NANTDY B
Lason Otce o e 2

For the Department of Permits and Additional Restrictions,

The Coorfiasior nsd Lamos Office Ropravcatative of the Stete of Pamithad faa 2012

VALID from date of arrival to date of departure

[Date § Jan 2012 Tinse 63-00

Wall PosterStories: A Sample
Hug

During the first Intifada Israeli tanks stood in front of our house. Our young men had to pass
here to reach their work places in Jerusalem. The soldiers used to stop and delay them. They
were sometimes made to stand for hours witieir head directed towards the wall of our
K2dzaS® hyS RIedX (GKS a2t RASNAR a0G2LIISR (g2 &2
soldiers started to beat them. Suddenly, a woman in the street came shouting and screaming.
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https://www.agentur-schwimmer.de/content/desks-local/palestine/?L=1%2F%5C%5C%5C%27%2F
https://www.agentur-schwimmer.de/content/desks-local/palestine/?L=1%2F%5C%5C%5C%27%2F

We heard her saying that the yogmmen were her children. She hugged them and asked the
soldiers what they wanted. She saved the young men whom she actually did not know.

Melvina, from Bethlehem

Homeward Bound

My grandmother Mahbuba used to walk secretly to old Wallajeh. Her housedeserted

during the Nakbah (disaster) in 1948, and our family was not allowed to return. But she kept
visiting the old house and the nearby fields to bring us some food. One day during her secret
travels, an Israeli soldier shot at her and she was igjumeéher neck. She continued her walk
back while bleeding, and managed to reach our house. She told my family that she felt
something warm flowing down from her shoulder. We transferred her to a hospital where she
was treated. Afterwards, she kept her mergand dream alive to once return to her old house.

Nadia, from Wallajeh

| caught his hand

During the June war in 1967 | was in grade three. | stayed in a simple shelter, a cave for sheep.
My parents divided the cave into two parts: one for the ansrehd the other for our family.

My family thought about leaving to Jordan. All were afraid for the Israeli army. They appealed
to my father to leave the cave. But | was worried about him and about us. So many terrible
things could happen when we would tiy escape to Jordan. One day he wanted to leave. He
was at the doorstep and was about to put on his shoes. | decided to hide his shoe among the
remainders of an animal. | also caught his hand and held it tightly. At the end, he managed to
stay steadfast iour house. He did not become a refugee another time.

Maysara, from Bethlehem

Laundry

It was during the second Intifada, or uprising, when the conflict was hot. One day in 2002, while
it was curfew, | was putting up my laundry on our balcony. Suddtdrdysoldier opened a small
window and put out his gun. | tried to communicate with him to ask what was going on but he
refused to speak. | was obliged to go inside but | observed him from my bedroom window until
he went inside his tower. So then | retuchdoing my laundry again. Unfortunately, the soldier
again climbed out of the window and | moved quickly inside. This happened no less than ten
times and in the end | really drove him crazy and made him loudly screaming inside his
watchtower.
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Carol A. fran Bethlehem

Rescue

During one of the Intifada days, I, a young Palestinian woman, was four months pregnant and
lost my baby because of Israeli tear gas. | was terribly depressed since it was the second
miscarriage | suffered. A week later | visited a roalddoctor in Jerusalem for a check up.

Coming out of the doctor's clinic, | saw, nearby, on top of an escalator an Israeli child who was
recklessly playing and about to fall down. Thoughts rushed through my mind. Should | leave him
and let him die the waathe Israeli soldiers let my boy die a week ago, or should | make a
desperate attempt to grab him? All of a sudden, | felt an impulse that made me hurry forwards.
Throwing myself in front of the boy | prevented his fall.

Sylvana, from Bethlehem

The pigeon

There was a little boy who was holding his toy, a pigeon. While he was playing, he had a dream.
He dreamed about another world where he could talk about his toys and his hobbies, his
interests and his dreams, instead of talking about guns, bloodkdlivty. A world where he

could run and play with his friends. In that world was no war, no tanks, no rockets, and no
shelling and bombing. A world full of peace. A bullet, an evil bullet, came like a thief and

entered his heart. It took his soul and hiedm away. His pigeon was beside him, right there
YVSEG (2 KA& Y2iA2yftSaa o02Réd .dzii GKS LIA3IS2y
flew away. It decided to tell his dream to the world. And it decided to make this dream come
true.

Story by Jenifer, Jumana, Rasha and Nisreen, 16 years
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Traditional LegendsExpressing Sumud
The white flower of innocence

Between forty and fifty years ago there lived ink&ladr, near Artas, a girl of happy nature, who
would laugh and talk with everyone. Woyou must know that in the village such conduct is not
thought well of. A woman should walk abroad in seemly fashion, looking down at the ground,
with her head veil well pulled down on the forehead and wrapped round over shoulders and
breast, and if sheds to hold converse with any, she should not smile or show her teeth, O how
shocking it is to show the teeth! But this girl went on smiling and showing her teeth, laughing
and talking with everyone.

Then her brothers came to her and said, "Why do youafWe will not have this. You shall be
punished if you do not behave differently.” But she was such a merry girl, she could not change
her ways. Therefore one day her brothers slew her in their anger. Very soon afterwards, a white
flower grew from her grae. It was the flower of a gourd plant climbing upwards, and some of

the people passing by saw it. "Ashka el khakddais now plain,” they cried, "Look at the white
flower, what have we done? She is innocent."

The Caliph and the Neighbour

Once a famou®ersian ruler, King Casroe, wanted to build a palace. However, a widow had her
home exactly on the spot where he wanted to build and she did not want to sell the house
against any price. The King invited her into his palace, angry that she did not veafititdout

also curious to know why. The widow said: "Houses | can find everywhere, but not a neighbor
like your Majesty. This honor | will not give away for any price.” The King was pleased by the
woman's wit and courage and ordered the house to beilethe possession of the widow.

Miriamiya

Why is the Miriamiya plant so blessed? This is the story of the Miriamiya. When Our Lady
Miriam fled from King Herod into Egypt with Our Lord Jesus and he was yet a little Child, she sat
down, weary, under thelsde of a shrub. And she broke a sprig from the shrub and wiped the
sweat from her face with the leaves until she found refreshment because of its fragrance. Then
she said to the plant "Be thou blessed for ever" and since that day the plant is callechiiéria

in her memory, and truly it is blessed.

The Virgin Mary and the plowmen
When the Virgin Mary, peace be on her, was on the flight to Egypt with the son in her arms, she

passed by some plowmen making furrows in their field. She said to them: "Thoday you
are only sowing, before the sun rises tomorrow morning, your field will be ready to harvest. But
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remember, if anyone comes this way and asks about me, say, "She was here just as we were
getting ready to plant these chigleas."

Indeed when thegpeople who were after the Virgin, came to the place on the very next day,
these same plowmen were busy harvesting chickpeas. The people asked: "Has a woman
carrying a child passed your way recently?" The plowmen replied: "By God, such a one did go
by, butthat was when we were digging the furrows to sow this crop.” "O ho," said her persuers,
"that must have been some time ago. How will we catch up with her now?"
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